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Echo 267531: What to Expect 
 
Echo is a graduate of the Behavior Modification Program and needs a special home.  Echo is a sweet and playful girl 
once she gets to know a person, but she will be scared at first. She needs a quiet home with patient people who will 
continue teaching her how to trust using treats, toys, and interactive playtime. She would not do well in a home with a 
lot of hustle and bustle, or one with children.   
 
Echo needs to find a home with a resident cat. While at OHS, we have observed that she is very playful with other cats, 
and this will be a good outlet for her socially. A slow introduction to your resident cat will be important.  Echo is very 
playful, interacting with toys and playing with other cats. She is confident enough to want to play with humans and hang 
out around them but does not enjoy any type of handling, including petting or picking up. She will run, dart, hide, hiss, 
and potentially swat if she is pursued for petting. She would not do well in a home where her owners try to pet, grab, or 
pick her up frequently. She is confident living with and around humans and may come around to handling if you take it 
slow, playing hard to get is a great avenue to gaining the trust of a shy and nervous pet.  
 
Echo was diagnosed with juvenile gingivitis and will need an owner who is committed to her future dental needs, which 
could include multiple cleanings and extractions for the next two years. She has had a few extractions while in our care 
and it hasn’t affected her personality at all. 
 

Here is how to help Echo during your first months together:  
 
Confine Echo to one cat-proof room in your house with a litter box, food, water, and bed. Make sure she has a safe, 
comfortable hiding place, like a pet-tent bed or a crate covered with a blanket. Ensure she cannot get to inappropriate 
hiding spots (under your bed, in a closet, behind the washer, on top of a cabinet, etc.). Make sure all windows/doors 
leading outside are securely closed. Echo may climb to try to get to a higher spot or squeeze into a small space to hide. 
To help her adjust, we will send you home with a crate and blanket that she used at OHS.  
 
Spend time with Echo in her room. Don’t force her out of hiding. Instead, encourage her to come out on her own using 
happy talk, offering wet food, treats or toys. Once she is using the litter box, eating regularly, and coming out to play 
with you, you can start introducing her to the rest of your home. Start by propping the door open and allowing her to 
come out on her own. Don’t force it! If you come across something that you can tell Echo is worried about, allow her to 
hang back or hide if she chooses to do so.  
 
Enrich her space. Echo loves playing with toys, using vertical and horizontal scratching posts, and climbing tall cat trees. 
She also likes watching birds on TV or out the window. Echo will play with a variety of toys – from curled pipe cleaners to 
larger kick toys (like the Kong Kickeroo). Giving her the opportunity to climb, jump, play, scratch and engage in natural 
cat behaviors may help reduce inappropriate behaviors. 
 
Practice crate training. Leave her carrier out all the time, so it’s just a part of the normal environment. Add a bed and 
keep the door securely propped open so she can go in and out on her own. This will help make visits to the vet a little 
easier as she doesn’t like to be handled. 
 
Schedule interactive play sessions every day.  Echo will appreciate at least 10 minutes of dedicated play in the morning 
and again in the evening to alleviate stress and built-up frustration. Use wand toys to play with her and try to mimic 
natural hunting behavior. Choose a fishing-pole toy and make the toy soar around the room like a bird. Simulate mouse 
activity by sliding the end of the toy around on the floor in quick, jerky movements. Try using the “Cat Dancer” – a 

https://www.oregonhumane.org/wp-content/uploads/5.31.17_-Introducing-a-new-cat-to-resident-pets.pdf
https://www.kongcompany.com/cat/collections/kickeroo


 
 

Oregon Humane Society | 1067 NE Columbia Blvd. | Portland, OR 97211 
Pet Behavior Help Line: (503)416-2983 | oregonhumane.org/training 

simple cardboard and wire toy – to mimic moths buzzing around and briefly landing. Allow her to pounce and catch the 
toy and bat it around. Then start again. End your play session by allowing Echo to capture the toy. 
 
Use positive reinforcement to teach her new things. Echo is a smart cat and enjoys reward-based training. Once she’s 
settled in, you’ll find that you can use treats or toys to teach her new things. At OHS, she’s been practicing “Touch” by 
booping a comb with her nose, and “sit” before playing with a favorite toy. To learn more about training your cat, check 
out our Introduction to Clicker Training video or join our Virtual Tricks Class for Cats.  
 
Visiting the vet:  Unless it is an emergency, give Echo time to bond to you before taking her to the vet. Vet visits will 
more than likely be scary, but if she already trusts you, your presence may help her feel more comfortable. 

 

We’re here to help!  
 
We want Echo to be successful in your home. Please keep in touch so we can continue to help you now and in the 
future. Please reach out if you have any questions or just to give an update. We love to see photos and hear how our 
friends are doing! Call our Pet Behavior Helpline at (503)416-2983 or email bmod@oregonhumane.org. 
 
Thank you for adopting from the Oregon Humane Society. Congratulations on your new cat! 
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