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Aurora: What to Expect 

 

Aurora is a graduate of our Behavior Modification Program and needs a special home. Aurora is DEAF and will need a 
home that understands and can work with her disability and sensitive nature. Aurora is a very sweet, loving girl who will 
love to sit in your lap or cuddle up to you on the couch. Aurora loves people and gets very excited whenever she meets 
someone new. She also enjoys other dogs, but was not socialized growing up, so her interactions will need supervision 
as she learns “dog language.” She has had several successful play dates and made friends with dogs of various sizes but 
would not do well in a home with another dog as she doesn’t understand sharing her human family with other dogs. 
Having friends with social dogs where you can meet up and play with will be great for her learning and growth. 
 
Aurora lived in a home with little training or guidance. Her owners stated she exhibited resource guarding and sudden 
defensive behavior, though we have not seen this behavior here, she could still exhibit this behavior, in the home. Her 
previous home was unaware of her deafness for her early life, and she did not get appropriate introductions to walking 
on leash, meeting people, and dogs. During her time at OHS she has blossomed and come out of her shell. She loves 
spending time with her human companions going on walks, playing, or cuddling on the couch. Due to her deafness 
Aurora is sensitive to certain interactions and will need someone who can take special consideration when interacting 
with her. Startling her awake or suddenly moving her off your lap can scare her and cause her to react defensively. We 
have had success being patient and using training with hand signals and soft touch, so she understands what we’re 
trying to communicate.  
 
Aurora loves spending time with her human family, but due to her lack of socializing during her early life, she developed 
some anxiety, specifically around being separated from her family. She cannot hear herself bark or whine and will 
scratch at doors when her owners leave. We have started training alone time with her as well as behavior medication to 
help alleviate some of those feelings. Aurora will need someone who can continue this training with her in the home, as 
she will hurt herself (bloody nails) if it is not continued to be worked on. 
 
Aurora came into OHS a little overweight with a picky nature towards food, especially food that her medication is in. We 
have helped reduce her weight and developed a plan to get her to consistently take her meds. If she is overfed table 
scraps, treats, or food, she will not take her meds. This can be challenging as she learns to become comfortable in her 
new home, it will be up to you to maintain her healthy weight and appetite. 

 
Here’s how to help Aurora settle in during your first months 
together:  
 
Use treats/her kibble to build trust. Maintaining and continuing her 
training will create a bond and a form of communication between two 
species who don’t understand each other. 
 
Practice alone time training. Aurora has been working on her alone time 
training and comfortably hangs out in our Real-Life Room when no one is 
around. Start by feeding meals in an exercise pen and work your way up 
from there. It will be in your best interest to slowly increase time in her 
play pen, so she views it as a safe, comfortable spot.  
 
Be your dog’s advocate. It’s okay to ask someone to stop or prevent a 
dog from coming up to say hi to your dog. When you are on a walk, and 
someone asks if their dog(s) can meet Aurora, just explain that she is 
easily excitable and unable to say hello to other dogs on leash. 

Toto’s “safe spot” when no one is home. 
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No dog parks! Playing in controlled settings - like play dates at home with dogs you know - will work better. It is best to 
go slow with introductions to other dogs.  Don’t try introducing her to strange dogs on a walk. She could easily startle, 
pull away from you and then be very hard to catch.  
 
If you’re having people over, put Aurora on leash so she learns to not dart out the front door or jump all over people. 
Once everyone is sitting down and calm you can take her off her leash and allow her to decide if she wants to go say hi 
to your company. 
 
Don’t take her to busy places where she will have lots of uncontrolled interactions with people/dogs (such as Saturday 
Market, off-leash dog parks, coffee shops, walks down Hawthorne St., etc.).  

 

Try using Adaptil (Dog Appeasing Pheromone) or Rescue Remedy by Bach Flower Essences. These products can help 

dogs settle in new environments by easing the stress associated with change. 

 
Visiting the vet:  Unless it’s an emergency, give Aurora plenty of time to bond with you before taking her to your vet. 
Start with positive visits just for treats. Vet visits will more than likely be scary but if she already trusts you, your 
presence may help her feel more comfortable.  
 
Patience will come in handy for you. Aurora is sensitive and responds best to positive reinforcement and reward-based 
training. She will need an understanding, calm owner who has the time and desire to work on helping her learn to live in 
a home. She will pay you back by supplying love and enthusiasm! 
 

We’re here to help!  

 

We want Aurora to be successful in her new home. We’re available to answer questions via phone and email. Call our 
Pet Behavior Helpline at (503)416-2983 or email Annika at AnnikaH@oregonhumane.org to connect with a trainer. One-
on-one consultations are available. 
 
Please keep in touch so we can continue to help you now and in the future. Please reach out if you have any questions 
or concerns – or just to give an update. We love to see photos and hear how our friends are doing! 
 
Thank you for adopting from the Oregon Humane Society. Congratulations on your new dog! 
 
Behavioral Medication for your New Dog 
 
This dog has been prescribed one or more medications to help reduce anxiety and impulsivity during his/her time in the 
shelter.  You may be provided with a supply of this dog’s medication(s) along with specific dosing instructions at the time 
of adoption.   
 
We would recommend that you continue giving this medication for at least the first 6 months after adoption to help 
reduce stress that may be associated with this dog making a smooth transition into your home.  It is difficult to predict 
whether this dog will benefit from treatment over an even longer period of time – this is something that we ask you to 
discuss with this dog’s new veterinarian when you take him/her in for your first exam.   
 
When it appears time to stop giving your dog these medications, please contact your veterinarian for an appropriate 
weaning off protocol and to make sure you have enough medication to allow for a weaning off process. 
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During this process, please watch for any signs of worsening fear or anxiety.  If the dog appears to be getting worse 

during the weaning off process, contact your veterinarian as longer treatment may be needed. 


