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Meeko and Beethoven:  What to Expect 

 
Meeko and Beethoven are graduates of our Behavior Modification Program and need a special home. Meeko and 
Beethoven are adorable little dogs, but they are worried about new people, new situations, and busy environments. 
They were returned to OHS after a successful year in the home when their owner passed suddenly. They are looking for 
a home with a patient, calm person(s) who can live with their fearful nature. Beethoven and Meeko have had positive 
experiences with other dogs during their time at OHS that are of the same size and temperament as they are. They 
would not do well in a home with children, a home with a lot of hustle and bustle, or where they will be picked up and 
grabbed frequently. We believe they did not have prior experiences with strangers, children, dog parks, sights and 
sounds of traffic, or riding in an automobile. During the critical first months, their safety will depend on your good 
judgment and forethought. A frightened dog will look for any occasion to bolt when startled (like out of the front door 
or out of a car).  
 
These boys love playing with each other, toys, and going for leashed walks. They are curious but will recoil and run away 
if pressured to be picked up or pet, especially by strangers. They will need time to build a trusting relationship with their 
new owners at their own pace with patience, treats, and respect. Once they become comfortable with their people, they 
allow gentle petting, handling, and will jump in your lap for a cozy nap. Beethoven will need consistent grooming to 
ensure his coat doesn’t get matted or tangled. He has proven to be comfortable with grooming if he has his best friend 
Meeko with him, but on one occasion he slipped off the table a bit and got scared, when the groomer reached to grab 
him to place him safely back on the table, he reacted by biting their fingers. Once safe on the table he was able to 
continue his groom comfortably. He will need an experienced owner to maintain his coat or a safe and patient groomer. 
 
A lot of dogs tend to struggle with potty training in a new home and Meeko and Beethoven are no different. Keeping 
them on a schedule will help, but be prepared for accidents, especially at first. Setting up a routine and schedule will 
help them understand where and when to go potty. As boys they do sometimes mark while out for walks and it’s 
possible, they may mark in the house if they aren’t given access to a potty pad or outside frequently. 
 

Here’s how to help Meeko and Beethoven settle in during your first months together: 
 
Designate a “safe spot” in your home. You can use an exercise pen to 
confine the boys to a smaller area where they have access to water, beds, 
and toys (see picture).  If you’re unable to supervise, they should be 
confined to the x-pen.  
 
Let them drag leashes attached to their collars for the first week or longer. 
It will take time for them to get comfortable with you and even MORE time 
before they will be okay with you removing/replacing the leash. Until the 
boys are comfortable with you and your home, they may try to dart out a 
door. Please do not leave them outside unsupervised. They are so small; 
they could easily squeeze through a hole in your fence and would be 
extremely difficult to catch. 
 
Continue crate training. Both Beethoven and Meeko have spent time in a 
crate, and it will be in your best interest to continue practicing crate training. Using a crate will be the best way to 
transport them to vet visits or the groomers. 
 
Use treats to build trust. Let the boys decide if they want to come closer. Don’t force interactions. As they grow 
comfortable, you can pair treats with petting, and practice clipping and unclipping the leash from their collar. 
 

A “safe spot” when no one is home. 
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Limit introductions to new people. Take your time to get to know Beethoven and Meeko before introducing them to 
someone new. They may need to meet a new person multiple times before feeling comfortable with them.  Treats will 
be helpful!  
 
Continue with potty training to be successful in their new home. Meeko and Beethoven have been successful using a 
potty pad and holding it to wait for an outdoor trip. But if given free roam of your home too soon, they might decide to 
mark the unfamiliar territory. Keep them on leash when in the home for the first week to direct them to the appropriate 
elimination destinations.  
 
If you’re having people over, put the boys in their “safe spot” in a separate room. Turn on some calming music to help 
drown out the commotion. They will slowly relax and not have to worry about interacting with all the people. If given 
free roam, Beethoven and Meeko could run out the front door!  
 
Skip the dog park. Playing in controlled settings - like play dates at home with small dogs you know - will work better. It 
is best to go slow with introductions to other dogs.  
 
Visiting the Vet:  Unless it’s an emergency, give Beethoven and Meeko plenty of time to bond to you before taking them 
to your vet. Vet visits will more than likely be scary, but if they already trust you, your presence may help them feel 
more comfortable. 
 
Patience will come in handy for you. Beethoven and Meeko need an understanding owner who will allow them to adapt 
in their own time. Getting to know the boys and watching them come out of their shells will be extremely rewarding. 
Celebrate those small victories. 

 
We’re here to help! 
 
We want Beethoven and Meeko to be successful in your home. We’re available to answer questions via phone and 
email. During your first two months with the boys, we can also set up a free one-on-one consultation. For questions or 
to schedule an appointment, contact Annika at 503-802-613 or email AnnikaH@oregonhumane.org.  
 
Please keep in touch so we can continue to help you now and in the future. Reach out if you have questions or concerns, 
or just to give an update. We love to see photos and hear how our friends are doing! Thank you for adopting from the 
Oregon Humane Society. Congratulations on your new dogs! 
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